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The beginner version of Red Haired Boy is a very basic flat-
picking guitar solo. Most of the measures are straight up-
down picking with a few quarter notes thrown in. There is no 
syncopation issues and chord forms are at a minimum. You 
will not even have to wrestle too much with crosspicking. 
So this is a great song for the beginning flatpicker.

Capo 2nd means it is written 
in G major buy played in A 
major (2 frets higher) with a 
capo

First Ending Second Ending

Since this song is written in the Key of G Major it has 
One sharp (F#). If you want to show an F note, but not 
an F# you have to show it as a natural - as this shows.

Return for first ending

Go back to the first end-
ing return
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Since this song is quite basic, let’s turn our thoughts to a thorough discussion on first and second 
endings. This is how you would play this song:

Play measures 1 - 8 + the first ending (measure 9);

Return and play measures 2 - 8. Skip the first ending and play the second ending (measure 10).

Continue to play measures 11 - 17 + the first ending at the end of the song (measure 18)

Return to the beginning of measure 11 and replay measures 11 - 17. Skip the first ending (measure 
18) and play the second ending, (measure 19).

That’s it. In a song that has 19 measures, we play 33 total measures.

There are other means of navagation within musical scores, but they do not apply to these simple 
fiddle tunes. As we discover nuances in navagation, we will point them out to you.


